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Launch in the U.S. of GRAHN-USA’s Fundraising Campaign for PIGraN 

 
Chicago – September 15, 2015 – GRAHN-USA, one of the four national branches of the 
Group for Reflection and Action for a New Haiti (GRAHN-Monde, or GRAHN-World), 
officially launched in the U.S. the fundraising campaign for the Innovation Pole of the 
Greater North (PIGraN) – The City of Knowledge on Saturday, September 5th, 2015 at the 
iconic Boston Foundation. The executive team of GRAHN-USA, supported by the Boston 
team, has worked diligently for months to insure the success of this event with the 
objective of raising $500,000 over a 2-year period throughout the U.S. in order to construct 
the building of PIGraN’s Vocational and Technical School. GRAHN-Monde’s overall goal is to 
raise 50 million dollars over 10 years to build “La Cité du Savoir” (The City of Knowledge), 
which includes 18 buildings, the most ambitious project ever conceived for Haiti by the 
Haitian Diaspora. 
 
The introductory remarks by Charlot Lucien, president of GRAHN-New England/Boston, 
one of GRAHN’s five U.S. chapters, also involved inviting the Director of the Haiti 
Development Institute at the Boston Foundation, Pierre Noël, to welcome the audience of 
more than 100, including guests from Haiti, Canada, and about a dozen U.S. states. Lucien 
also invited former Massachusetts State Representative Marie St Fleur to lead the 
assistance in paying respect to an extraordinary public servant in the Boston Haitian 
community, retired police officer Yves Dambreville who died a week earlier. Next, Ludovic 
Comeau Jr, president of GRAHN-USA, extended a warm welcome to a GRAHN-Monde 
delegation who had made the trip from Montreal: Samuel Pierre, president of GRAHN-
Monde; his spouse, Laurie Dauphin Pierre; James Féthière, president of GRAHN-Canada; 
and Chantale Gaston, vice-president for internal affairs and secretary of GRAHN-Monde. 

The MC, M. Charlot Lucien          Ms Marie St-Fleur           Dr Ludovic Comeau                      Ms Béatrice Joseph 
 
Professor Comeau then presented the PIGraN project to the audience, inviting every guest 
to be part of this unique opportunity to transform the greater north area of Haiti, and spark 
a collective venture with tremendous multiplying potential for the entire country. His 
remarks were followed by those of Lionel Chery, Margarett Charles, Jean Wilner Alexandre 
and Florence D. Jean-Joseph, respectively presidents of GRAHN’s chapters in Chicago, 



Miami, New Jersey and New York, regarding ongoing cooperation with the project. Other 
speakers included personalities such as Ms. Beatrice Joseph, Vice-Consul of Haiti in Boston, 
and Bishop Guy Sansaricq, Executive Director of the National Center of the Haitian 
Apostolate, who made the trip from New York expressly for the event. 

            Mr Lionel Chery                Ms Florence D. Jean-Joseph        M. Margarett Charles            Bishop Guy Sansaricq 
 
After a Q&A session in which many in the audience expressed their desire to support the 
project, Professor Pierre concluded the evening with inspiring remarks about the vision 
and the spirit of sharing, generosity and transparency that undergird not only the PIGraN 
project, but also the many projects that GRAHN-Monde has implemented in Haiti since its 
creation, one week after the January 12, 2010 earthquake. He offered details about the 
strength of the Canadian fundraising campaign, which has already benefited from more 
than $130,000 in pledges and donations in the last 3 months. The Haitian campaign is going 
well also, and the French campaign is scheduled to be launched in Paris in November. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The City of Knowledge 
Following the formal program, the guests were invited to share ideas at a cocktail buffet 
during which pledges and donations were made in the amount of $19,900. This came in 
addition to $9,200 pledged just prior to the launch. There is still a long way toward the 
$500,000 amount targeted over the next two years, but this is a great start.  Additional 
fundraising events are scheduled to take place in New-York, New Jersey, Florida and 
Chicago in the upcoming months. 



A couple of days after the event, Monsignor Sansaricq published a report in the weekly 
newsletter of the National Center to share his experience and his opinion: I attended one of 
their meetings held in Boston on September 5, 2015. One cannot help but be impressed by the 
quality of their approach and the values they expressed in every speech. Satisfactory answers 
were given to all of the audience's questions. We breathe honesty, dignity and a very well 
thought-out approach to everything that’s undertaken… We trust them. 

PIGraN’s mission is to reduce poverty in the country and stimulate income-generating 
activities by promoting productive and synergistic interactions between, on the one hand, a 
network of independent enterprises (small, medium and large) and, on the other hand, 
institutions of higher education and research. Built on a 70-acre plot of land in Génipailler, 
a district of Milot, near Cap-Haïtien, the City of Knowledge will consist of four sectors: 
University, Services, K-12 Education, and Agriculture. 
 

About GRAHN 
 
GRAHN-Monde (or GRAHN-World) is a worldwide citizen-watch organization that wants to contribute, 
through well thought-out actions, to solving the problems of Haiti. It aims to be a nonpartisan civil society 
movement, focused on the construction of a new Haiti that is founded on the rule of law, on sharing, 
solidarity, education, respect for the environment, and a strong commitment for the common good.  
GRAHN-USA is the 501c3 tax-exempt branch of GRAHN-Monde in the U.S. 
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For more information: 
Ludovic Comeau Jr, President, GRAHN-USA, and Vice-president, Chapter development, GRAHN-Monde 
USA@grahn-monde.org 
http://www.grahn-monde.org 
http://www.pigran.org   
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